colleges in the United States, and was attended by some 150 members from 
various parts of the United States and Canada. Dr. Orr was one of two repre- 
sentatives from California. 


New additions to our collections of Arizona flora are being sought by Miss 
Elizabeth McClintock, Assistant Curator of Botany, during her study trip now 
in progress in that area. 

Dr. Edward S. Ross, Curator of Entomology, has just returned from a trip 
through desert regions, including Palm Springs and the Mohave Desert, as well 
as some parts of the Coast. The major purpose of this trip was to make photo- 
graphs of live desert insects in natural habitat, for use in a forthcoming booklet 
on avocational entomology. 


ICHTHYOLOGISTS AND HerpeEToLocists MEET 


A RECENT TrIP to Texas by Dr. Earl S. Herald and Mr. Robert P. Dempster 
yielded several new exhibits for the Aquarium. The purpose of the trip was 
twofold: to attend a meeting of the American Society of Ichthyologists and 
Herpetologists, and to exchange live specimens with the San Antonio Zoo and 
Aquarium. 

The meeting of the Society, held at Austin, April 11 to 14, in conjunction 
with the Texas Herpetological Society, was also attended by Dr. W. I. Follett. 
Dr. Herald and Mr. Dempster each read a paper at this meeting. The session 
on Monday was held at Rockport, Texas, where some collecting was done, 
including the bat-fish and the spiny box-fish now on exhibit in the sea-horse tank. 

In the exchange of specimens, the Aquarium has acquired some new four- 
foot alligator gars and two large flat-headed catfish, each weighing about thirty 
pounds, Other additions of special interest include a rare blind cave salamander, 
which has already been featured on “Science in Action,” the Academy’s tele- 
vision program; several specimens of the two-legged salamander (often called 
two-legged eel); a large Mexican beaded lizard; and a Mexican moccasin snake 
known as the “cantil.” 


New MEMBERS 


THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS were elected by the Council at its meeting of April 15, 
1952: 


Regular membership Student membership 


Dr. Francis T. Hodges 

Dr. John F. Kessel 

Mr. Robert J. Lanier 

Mr. H. Elliott McClure 
Mr. Thomas A. Moore 

Mr, John G, Saxby 

Mr, Leonhardt Swingle 
Mr. Norman H. Wakeman 


Billy Azevedo 
Ronald Bellatorre 
Susan Butterfield 
William Hoolhorst 


Gene Spradlin 
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May Announcement 


THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held in the Morrison Auditorium of the Academy’s Hall of Science, Golden 
Gate Park, on Wednesday evening, May 21, 1952, at 8 o’clock. The speaker for 
the evening will be Mr. Charles A. (Bert) Harwell, naturalist-photographer of 
the National Audubon Society, who will present a wildlife flm program entitled 


CaNnaba East 


Bert Harwell is a native son of California, having done undergraduate and 
graduate work at the University of California. He has devoted many years to 
study and intimate association with our flora and fauna, and as a result of out- 
standing work in nature education while a principal in the Berkeley schools, 
the National Park Service claimed his services as Park Naturalist at Yosemite 
for many years. 

The colorful flm “Canada East” presents native wildlife of both coastal and 
inland habitats explored during travel adventures through the Laurentian Moun- 
tains, along the island-studded St. Lawrence River, to the remote Gaspé coast 
and the secluded Maritime Provinces. Mr. Harwell’s skill in presenting his 
subject is enhanced through his bird-song interpretations and whistling, and it 
is a privilege to hear him. 

The public is cordially invited. 


Published Monthly by 
CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


GOLDEN GATE PARK * SAN FRANCISCO 


DR. ANTON FR. BRUUN, SCIENTIFIC HEAD OF THE “GALATHEA” EXPEDITION; DR. 

MILLER, DIRECTOR OF THE CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES} DR. ROLF BOLIN, PRO- 

FESSOR OF ZOOLOGY AT THE HOPKINS MARINE STATION, STANFORD UNIVERSITY! AND 
CAPTAIN SVEND GREVE, SKIPPER OF THE “GALATHEA. 


THe “GALATHEA” 


Tue Danisu rricate Galathea, on the last leg of a two-year deep-sea expedition 
around the world, was in port here April 6 to 10, and several members of the 
Academy’s staff enjoyed the privilege of going aboard. The main object of this 
expedition is to investigate submarine animal life at great depths hitherto largely 
unexplored, especially depths greater than two miles. Animal life was found 
at depths greater than six miles. 

The California Academy of Sciences has a particular interest in this expe- 
dition. Dr. Anton Fr. Bruun, the scientific leader of the expedition, visited the 
Academy in 1949 while the expedition was still in the planning stage. Dr. Rolf 
Bolin, a Fellow of the Academy, was a member of the expedition for a number 
of months during its investigations in the Pacific. Dr. Bolin is Assistant Director 
of the Hopkins Marine Station of Stanford University. 

On May 27, the Academy’s television program, “Science in Action,” will 
feature the Galathea expedition, with Dr. Bolin as guest scientist. 
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IsLAND ENTOMOLOGY 


Dr. J. Lrystey Gressirr, Research Associate of the Academy, recently spent 
three weeks here, during which he worked on coérdinating insect collections 
made in Micronesia. Some of these islands, while held by the Japanese, were 
forbidden to outsiders; they are now Trust Territory under the administration 
of the United States Navy, whose staff has found that the welfare of the islanders 
is threatened to a large extent by destructive insects. For example, a large rhi- 
noceros beetle is responsible for widespread destruction of the coconut palms. 
Since chemical control of this beetle is not feasible, it is essential to locate natural 
enemies, which Dr. Gressitt was doing, at the same time making general insect 
surveys. 

Material collected from the Truk group of islands is now at the California 
Academy of Sciences. Expeditions by other museums have also been made, and 
some are still in progress. Dr. Gressitt is concerned with the coordination of 
the research on the various collections. 

Dr. Gressitt, many readers will recall, was the leader of an expedition a few 
years ago to the Dawn Redwoods region of China, sponsored jointly by Lingnan 
University and the California Academy of Sciences. 


VOICE OF THE TURTLE, AND Voices VERSUS 


Our comMeEnrt in the April News Lerrer re Solomon’s reference to “the voice 
of the turtle” got us into almost as much trouble as our earlier use of the word 
“incunable”—and this time with better reason. Miss Corinne Fitzpatrick of 
San Rafael, Dr. Earle G. Linsley of Oakland, and Dr. Robert Cushman Murphy 
of the American Museum of Natural History in New York, all wrote in to 
advise us that the turtle referred to in the Song of Solomon was undoubtedly 
the ¢urtledove. Dr. Murphy provided the additional information that “the 
English word turtle was not applied to a reptile until recently (1657, to be 
specific ).” 


Girt oF Stupy SKINS 


SEVERAL HUNDRED bird study skins and some mammal skins have been received 
as a gift from Mrs. Anna C. Van Dyne, 1279 Seventh Avenue, San Francisco, 
including one specimen of the extinct passenger pigeon. The largest single bird 
group represented is the hummingbirds, the majority of which are from Central 
and South America. These study skins represent part of the many natural 
history specimens collected and prepared by the late Mr. Van Dyne, who was 
on the staff of the San Francisco Zoological Gardens. 


THE Starr AFIELD 


Dr. Ropert T. Orr, Curator of the Department of Birds and Mammals, attended 
the annual meeting of the American Society of Mammalogists in Charleston, 
S. C., April 14 to 18, where he was elected a director of the Society for the next 
two years. The meeting was held at the College of Charleston, one of the oldest 
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